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Mr. BUTTERFIELD led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
WELCOMING RABBI JOHN LINDER

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
GALLEGO) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, it is my
distinct honor to recognize my good
friend, Rabbi John Linder, as the guest
chaplain today.

Throughout his life, Rabbi Linder has
demonstrated commendable commit-
ment to his family, to his faith, and to
the cause of social justice.

After graduating with honors from
Amherst College, Rabbi Linder spent
his early years as a community and
labor organizer, and later helped run
his family’s scrap metal recycling busi-
ness before entering rabbinic school.

In Arizona, he has demonstrated in-
spired leadership of Temple Solel, my
temple, which is celebrating its 50th
anniversary this year.

Rabbi Linder has also continued his
work to advance social justice as a
leader in the Union for Reform Juda-
ism, the Jewish Family and Children’s
Services, and many other local service
and faith-based organizations.

Rabbi Linder is also engaged in build-
ing a strong interfaith community in
Arizona. He has been instrumental in
connecting Temple Solel to other
faiths, and he has invited a variety of
other clergy members to participate in
the temple’s services.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wel-
coming Rabbi Linder to the House of
Representatives and thanking him for
his dedicated service.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JOLLY). The Chair will entertain up to
15 further requests for 1-minute speech-
es on each side of the aisle.

——
LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR

(Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
tomorrow the Supreme Court will hear
arguments in Little Sisters of the Poor
v. Burwell, and today, I stand in sup-
port of the Little Sisters.

Mr. Speaker, this is an order of
Catholic nuns who serve the elderly
poor in 31 countries. We talk a lot
about public service up here. Well,
these are the people who live it. They
are the definition of public service. In
fact, I had the honor of hosting two of
the Sisters at the State of the Union
address this January, and I was amazed
to hear all the good work that they do.
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So the last thing the Federal Govern-
ment should do is make their jobs
harder, but that, unfortunately, is ex-
actly what this administration is
doing. Under the healthcare law, the
Department of Health and Human
Services is insisting on a regulation
that requires the Sisters to offer bene-
fits that violate their religious beliefs.

The administration claims to have
offered them an ‘‘accommodation,” but
it is just a fig leaf. So this is the choice
that they are facing: either violate
your faith, or pay up to $70 million a
year in fines.

Mr. Speaker, there is no good reason
for any of this. A full one-third of the
American people are exempt from this
regulation, so why insist that the Sis-
ters, of all people, follow it? There are
other ways to protect people’s health
that do not violate people’s faith.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear to anyone
with eyes to see that this regulation is
a violation of the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act. A broad bipartisan
majority in Congress voted for that
law, and what Congress said was this:
the burden is not on your faith to obey
government mandates; the burden is on
the government to respect your faith.

Mr. Speaker, that is the very mean-
ing of religious liberty. That is one of
our founding principles, and that is
why we should do everything we can to
let people live out their faith. That is
why many colleagues of mine and I
have joined in an amicus brief asking
the Court to grant the Sisters the re-
lief that they deserve; and that is why
I am here today: to stand in defense of
the Sisters, to stand in defense of the
law, and to stand in defense of religious
liberty.

———

TODAY NIAGARA FALLS WILL
RECLAIM ITS WATERFRONT

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today
the people of Niagara Falls will re-
claim what was taken from them 50
years ago: access to, arguably, the
world’s greatest waterfront, Niagara
Falls.

Since 1964, the Robert Moses State
Parkway has cut off the city from its
waterfront. The highway is one of sev-
eral ill-conceived projects rammed
through cities 50 years ago that have
kept western New York from realizing
its full economic potential.

Three years ago, I issued a report
that detailed the role of the New York
Power Authority, which planned the
parkway, evicted homeowners, and
owns the land on which it sits, justi-
fying the New York Power Authority’s
responsibility to fix what they had bro-
ken.

Shortly thereafter, work began on
the removal of the southern portion,
and now, as we proposed, the New York
Power Authority will fund the next
phase, a $42 million project that takes
down the parkway and builds up this
city.
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Two weeks ago, I stood with Mayor
Paul Dyster to demand the complete
removal of the parkway. With today’s
announcement, Niagara Falls will re-
claim its waterfront and all of the
promise that comes with it.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF DEPUTY
CARL KOONTZ

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of Dep-
uty Carl Koontz, who was shot and
killed Sunday while serving a warrant.

A 3-year veteran of the Howard Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, he was more
than a deputy; he was a husband to
Kassie, a father to baby Noah, a son,
and a friend to his many fellow law en-
forcement officers.

Yesterday, hundreds of Hoosiers lined
the procession route from Indianapolis
back to his hometown of Kokomo to
pay their respects and honor his sac-
rifice.

He was only 27 years old, and in his
short life he served Howard County
with courage and distinction. He was
passionate about his job as a deputy,
particularly his role as a school re-
source officer for the Northwestern
School Corporation, where he was a
role model as well as a protector of
Hoosier children.

I would also like to recognize Ser-
geant Jordan Buckley, who was also
shot and injured, and wish him a
speedy recovery.

Law enforcement officers and first
responders put their lives on the line
each and every day.

In memory of Deputy Koontz, I would
ask everyone to please stand and thank
all of our officers, the courageous law
enforcement officers and first respond-
ers, for their service and sacrifice be-
cause on Sunday, Deputy Koontz paid
the ultimate sacrifice.

———

CELEBRATING SALLIE BALDWIN
HOWARD’S 100TH BIRTHDAY

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to celebrate the 100th birthday of
Sallie Baldwin Howard, a friend and

legendary citizen of Wilson, North
Carolina.
Tomorrow, Mr. Speaker, Sallie B.

Howard will be honored at a grand
birthday celebration at the charter
school named in her honor, the Sallie
B. Howard School for the Arts and Edu-
cation.

Sallie Howard has lived an extraor-
dinary life. Her contribution to the
arts and education is immeasurable.

Mrs. Howard graduated as valedic-
torian from Charles H. Darden High
School. She later graduated from
Kittrell Junior College, the Anderson
School of Dance, New York City’s
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